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EVENT REPORT

NAME OF THE EVENT: Workshop on Great Depression

DATE DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE/SOCIETY COORDINATORS’
NAME
19-11-2022 B.A.Programme B.A.Programme Dr. S Krishnakumar
Committee Committee
TIME VENUE NUMBER OF NATURE:
PARTICIPANTS Outdoor/Indoor;
online/offline/hybrid
10:00 a.m. — 2:30p.m. Seminar Hall, 87 Offline
Durgabai
Deshmukh Block
FINANCIAL Grants from the college from the BA Programme Committee
SUPPORT/
ASSISTANCE (if any):

BRIEF INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

TOPIC/SUBJECT OF Workshop on “Depression and the Institutional Changes underCapitalism”
THE ACTIVITY
OBJECTIVES Towards facilitating student understanding of The Great Depression through

their engagement in the creation of different projects associated with the Great
Depression. The workshop also has the objective of locating the
macroeconomics by John Maynard during the time of The Great Depression.

METHODOLOGY To reconstruct the period of The Great Depression by using music,photographs,
cartoons and novels, biographies, and economic literature.

INVITED SPEAKERS Dr. Saumyajit Bhattacharya, Associate Professor Deptt. Of Economics,

WITH AFFILIATION Kirorimal College, University of Delhi

DETAILS (IF ANY)

OUTCOMES The workshop on the Great Depression has been organized with the intent of
trying to engage students creatively with various aspects of the Great
Depression. The students attempted to create portraits, make pencil sketches,
give a brief description of economists, present music like “Brother can you spare
a Dime?” and enact a part of the novel “The Grapes of Wrath” by John
Steinbeck which was set in the context of the Great Depression.
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REPORT

The B.A. Programme Committee conducted a workshop on Great Depression on 19" Nov. 2022. At 9:30
a.m. in Seminar Hall, Durgabai Deshmukh block with active student participation. The event commenced
with the welcome speech by Dr. S Krishnakumar, Convenor and Associate Professor of Dept. Of
Economics, Sri Venkateswara College, University of Delhi. The programme was hosted by Saicharan and
Muskan, students of B.A. Programme ‘Semester 3'%".

The meeting starts with a Western music performancebased on “Brother can you spare a Dime?”
performed by Arjun Pratap Chauhan of the English Music Society.

The keynote lecture on the occasion on “Depression and the Institution Changes under Capitalism” was
delivered by Dr. Saumyajit Bhatacharya (Associate Professor, Dept. of Economics, Kirorimal College,
University of Delhi). He drew attention to the massive institutional changes which happened to the
organization of the economy in the aftermath of the Great Depression. He shed light on the programmes
like New Deal among others.

The workshop organized has various components: Music of the period of The Great Depression, followed
by brief sketches of biographies of John Maynard Keynes and the Great Depression. Inthe play based on
the parts of the novel Grapes of Wrath, the students participated in a big way. Here is the link:
https://youtu.be/IfdOM3aXanE

A set of students had done an exhibition of the photographs and cartoons from the Franklin D Roosevelt
Archives available online. Another set presented Joseph Steinbeck's play “Grapes of Wrath".

The travails faced by the migrant family from the Dust Bowl and the storyline around the same were
captured by the set of actors who were directed by Mridul Jamwal. Her efforts in co-ordinating this play
through direction are specially acknowledged. The sense of deprivation felt by the family and their internal
tensions, the grandmother’s death on the way, the troubles on the route for the expectant mother, the sense
of shame of being in an alien land, the readiness to fight for the rights by confronting the authorities, the
new minimum wage rules which came into being and different opinions about the same from

various corners and the frustrations of feeling bluffed in the new place. The novel captures the stirrings of
change of the twenties.

Along with that, the same was the photography, sketches, and caricature presentation. Further, there was
also an interactive session between the students and the guest. Finally, the workshop winded up with a vote
of thanks.
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2. PERMISSION LETTER




3. POSTER

'\BA PROGRAMME COMMITTEE
SRI VENKATESWARA COLLEGE,

UNIVERSITY OF DELHI
WORI(SIIOP ON THE GREAT DEPRESSION

"Depression and the Institutional

Changes Under Capitalism." Keynote address by-
Dr. Saumyajit Bhattacharya

Associate Professor, Department of
Economics, Kirorimal College,
University of Delhi

Lo sl el 2 Seminar Hall , Durgabai
9:30 Onwards
Deshmukh Block

For Queries Contact:
Saicharan Minugu (9390143277)
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Total attendance: 87




